











—John Altoon. Trio, Trip Series, 1961 —Henry Gamboa Jr. Tu Culpa, Mi Culpa, 1978

BEFORE LACMA AND MOCA

Prior to these institutions’ appearance as forces in the local art scene, the gallery and its pro-
grams intersected with diverse communities in Southern California and supported artists at the
earliest stages in their careers. Throughout Civic Virtue there are surprises: works by Edmund
Teske that testify to his artistry and connection to key players in the Barnsdall story; early
cityscapes by Julius Shulman; “The Kiss” by Andy Warhol shown in the gallery’s 1969 exhibition,
Film and Modern Art; and works from shows that included iconic Los Angeles artists like the 1962
solo exhibition by Hans Burkhardt; the 1963 Pacific Coast Invitational including works by Altoon,
John Mason, Ed Kienholz, John McLaughlin, Ed Moses, and Billy Al Bengston; and 1968’s West
Coast Now featuring Bruce Nauman, Michael Asher, Tony Delap, John McCracken, Ed Ruscha, Joe

—Bill Al Bengston. /deal
Exhaust, 1961

Goode, and Peter Alexander.

In the early 70s the gallery featured a retrospective of Don Bachardy’s drawings and 1973’s Sepa-
rate Realities included seminal work by Vija Celmins and Max Hendler. —Bruce Nauman. Lewidr, 1975

Civic Virtue also examines the tenure of Josine lanco Starells, hired as gallery director in 1975.
Looking deeply at the contributions of overlooked communities, seeking out artists in every cor-
ner of the region, and producing innovative exhibitions, lanco Starells presented retrospectives of
the work of artists like Charles White, Matsumi Kanemitsu, and Helen Lundberg, as well as group
shows like The Artist as Social Critic featuring Suzanne Lacy, Martha Roseler, Harry Gamboa, Carlos
Almaraz, and Hans Haacke. She also showed Judy Fiskin’s early San Bernardino series as well as
Connor Everts and Martha Alf.

Throughout its long history, the Los Angeles Municipal Art Gallery has embraced the notion of
Cultural Democracy and supported local, often overlooked, artists and movements. In spite of the
City of Los Angeles’ challenges and wavering commitment to arts, “Artists of all sorts along with
community support groups for Hollyhock House, Los Angeles Municipal Art Gallery, Watts Towers,
and Watts Towers Arts Center have contributed to these sites for decades, and continue to recog-
nize that they are municipal treasures,” says curator Pilar Tompkins Rivas. “In doing so, they are
telling their neighbors and City Hall that these cultural landmarks are inherited gifts representing
our collective Civic Virtue—and they deserve to be supported.”
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—Llyn Foulkes. Untitled, 1965
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—Maxwell Hendler. Beer Bottle, 1968-69

—Charles White. Juba, 1965

—Matsumi Kanemitsu.
#17- Drip, 1971

— Judy Fiskin. Untitled (San Bernardino Series), 1975

A full-color Civic Virtue catalog is being published and will include a foreword by DCA Executive
Director, Olga Garay-English with essays by: the exhibitions’ curator, Pilar Tompkins Rivas; for-
mer LAMAG director, Josine lanco Starrels; writer, D.J. Waldie; and art critic and writer, Suzanne
Muchnic. It will also include an introduction by Jeffery Herr, the Hollyhock House historic site
curator, and an interview conducted by Herr with artist and former director of the WTAC, John
Outterbridge. Historical notes and acknowledgments by current LAMAG curator and director of
exhibitions, Scott Canty, and current WTAC director, Rosie Lee Hooks will appear as well in the
publication.

For information: Los Angeles Municipal Art Gallery (LAMAG)

4800 Hollywood Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90027

lamag.org / 323 644 6269 / Admission Free.

Gallery Hours: Thursday-Sunday, 12 to 5 p.m.

Special Evening Hours December 22 and 29; January 5 and 19; and February 2: 5 to 9 p.m.
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LAMAG EVENTS

Sunday, December 18,2011, 2:00 p.m.

Panel Discussion—Civic Virtue: Action and Irony

Los Angeles Municipal Art Gallery

Moderated by guest curator Pilar Tompkins Rivas, this discussion features three of the most
interesting scholars on Los Angeles’ cultural history, Dr. Sarah Schrank, Cal State Long Beach,
Susan D. Anderson, UCLA, and essayist D.J. Waldie addressing the question: In Los Angeles, how
has the municipal government participated in shaping the cultural image of the metropolis?

Sunday, January 15, 2012, 2:00 p.m.

Roundtable Discussion—Civic Virtue: Working Together

Los Angeles Municipal Art Gallery

Moderated by art critic and writer Suzanne Muchnic, this discussion centers around Josine lanco
Starrels, curator and former director of the Los Angeles Municipal Art Gallery in conversation with
artists whose work she supported during her years at LAMAG including Betye Saar, Harry Gamboa
Jr., Sarah Perry, Connie Jenkins, Don Bachardy, Ruth Weisberg, John Frame, and Kent Twitchell.

Saturday, January 21,2012, 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Free Family Drop-In Workshop:

“Cool School, L.A”

Los Angeles Municipal Art Gallery

Families will learn about the “Cool School” modern art movement of the late 1950s through 1960s,
where artists used both traditional and industrial media in unexpected ways. Children and their
parents will create their own “Cool School” works of art using a variety of exciting materials.

Sunday, February 12,2012, 2:00 to 5:00 p.m.
Closing reception hosted by Los Angeles Municipal Art Gallery Associates
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Watts Towers Arts Center (WTAC)

Exhibition Dates: December 17, 2011 to February 12,2012

The exhibition at the Watts Towers Arts Center surveys the evolution of this important arts space
from a grass-roots entity into an internationally recognized community arts center and educa-
tional institution through documentary photographs, works by a cross-section of artists engaged

in community-building in Watts as well as major national artists inspired by this site, and photog-
raphy and film highlighting the multidisciplinary arts programming associated with WTAC, encom-

passing music, dance, theater and festivals.

Saturday, January 28, 2012, 10 AM to 5 PM

Performance and Public Art Festival— Civic Virtue: Watts Here and Now

Five contemporary artists, Toni Love, Noni Olabisi, Margaret Garcia, Dominic Moody, and
AfraShe Asungi will create a new, temporary public art piece inspired by O Speak, Speak, a
public sculpture in Watts by John Outterbridge, Elliott Pinkney, Charles Dickson, Dale Brockman
Davis, and Nate Ferrance existent in the 1970s. The musical component will be co-presented with
the Grammy Museum’s “Evening With” series, featuring an intimate performance and Q&A with
musicians closely related to Watts. The literary component will pay homage to The Watts Writers
Workshop, a significant cultural program established in 1965 after the uprising in Watts and will
be produced by The New Short Fiction Series, Los Angeles’ longest running spoken word series
acclaimed as an innovative forum for presenting the best voices in West Coast literature to
Southland audiences.

Watts Towers Arts Center, 1765 East 107th Street, Los Angeles, CA 90002

www.wattstowers.org

About Pacific Standard Time

The exhibitions and festival are part of Pacific Standard Time: Art in L.A. 1945-1980 an unprece-
dented collaboration, initiated by the Getty, bringing together more than sixty cultural institu-
tions from across Southern California for six months beginning October 2011 to tell the story of
the birth of the L.A. art scene. Pacific Standard Time is an initiative of the Getty. The presenting
sponsor is Bank of America. For more information, visit pacificstandardtime.org.
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HIGH RESOLUTION IMAGES AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST

For information, interviews, and catalogues contact: Susan Martin, MartinMPR
310 975 9970 / susan@martinmpr.com
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