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Museum 
Education 

Arts education is at the core of our school visit experience at the 
Los Angeles Municipal Art  Gallery (LAMAG). To help facilitate our 
educational goals, LAMAG has developed participatory and inquiry-
based programming to foster a meaningful gallery experience and to 
encourage active and lifelong learning in the arts, and about issues of 
importance to our communities. 

Objectives 

• Visitors of all ages, abilities and backgrounds will engage with 
contemporary works of art created by local and international artists.

• To create opportunities for: learning, awareness, discourse, deeper 
thought and understanding about issues of importance to our students 
and communities.

During the inquiry-based gallery visit, students will: 

• Learn to develop observational and critical-thinking skills across the
core subjects as they engage in new learning modalities and methods
of communication, self- expression, exploration and refection on
artworks.

• Learn about, create and construct their own meanings and
interpretations of the artworks through active looking and observation.

• Learn to use their imagination when observing artworks, and learn how
to express themselves by engaging in discussion about the artworks
using vocabulary that is introduced during school visits.

Opposite 
iris yirei hu 
Lessons from Wise Woman (Tongva Elder Julia Bogany), Grandmother Oak Tree, and Thread (detail), 2018 
image courtesy of the artist 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

How STEAM is a Part of Our Gallery Visits: 

Our learning programs are aligned with select sections of the California 
State Content  Standards for Visual  and Performing Arts, Language Arts, 
Social Science, STEAM curricula, and Common Core State Standards for 
Language Arts. 

The works of art in our exhibitions act as learning tools to engage students 
as they explore the interconnection between visual arts, mathematics, 
technology,  science, and language arts. During school tours, students will 
gain a deeper understanding of these connections and develop critical-
thinking skills through an inquiry-based gallery tour and hands-on art 
component. 



Exhibition 
Information 

The Los Angeles Municipal Art Gallery is pleased to announce Here, a group exhibition 
examining the shifting physical and geographical boundaries, along with conceptual 
and imagined boundaries and boundlessness, in and around Los Angeles. 

Boundaries contain an inherent paradox. As political theorist William E. Connolly 
suggests in his book The Ethos of Pluralization, “Boundaries provide pre-conditions of 
identity, individual agency, and collective action; but they also close of possibilities of 
being that might otherwise fourish. Boundaries both foster and inhibit freedom; they 
both protect and violate life.” 

Connolly’s suggestion also evokes other defnitions and connotations of boundaries— 
ones which provide us the physical and conceptual framework to delineate the idea 
of “self” from “other” and “here” from “there”. It additionally calls to mind the complex 
history of Los Angeles’ human geography and its constructed boundaries. Native 
Americans setled in the Los Angeles Basin around 500 BCE, and in 1781, eleven 
families of African, Native American, and European descent setled in the area from 
Spanish-controlled Mexico. Since its founding, Los Angeles (El Pueblo de la Reina de los 
Ángeles) has always been a hybrid, fuid and intersectional space, with diverse peoples 
from many parts of the world. 

The artists assembled in Here investigate the localized frictions, hybridity, and fuidity 
of local barriers, to uncover the bounded and unbounded landscapes that make up the 
city of Angels. Diverse in nature and practice, the artists in Here, who are all connected 
to Los Angeles, explore/challenge/reimagine/implicate boundaries through diferent 
media and modes of presentation. 

Here features work by: Heimir Björgúlfsson, Sandra de la Loza, Gajin Fujita, Gloria 
Galvez, iris yirei hu, Anneta Kapon, Patrick Martinez, Jane C. Mi, Alison O’Daniel, Renée 
Petropoulos, Nancy Popp, Umar Rashid, Sandy Rodriguez, Anna Sew Hoy, Fran Siegel, 
Henry Taylor and Mario Ybarra Jr. 



Artists 

Fran Siegel (b. 1960, New York, NY) 

Bridge Construction 2, 2016 
Courtesy of the artist and Lesley Heller Gallery, New York, NY 
NYC, NY - Photo Credit: Gene Ogami 

Glossary
 architecture, Cyanotype, infrastructure, urban 



About the Artist 

Siegel’s artworks show the infrastructure that creates the urban sprawl of 
Los Angeles. She is primarily interested in the feeling, impact and efect of a 
location, as well as the response that is evoked when viewing the space, rather 
than the actual physical structures that inhabit a place.  Fran Siegel was born in 
New York and lives and works in Los Angeles. She received her MFA in painting 
from Yale University School of Art and her BFA from Tyler School of Art, Temple 
University Philadelphia. 

About the Artwork 

Siegel’s artwork explores places where there the amount of structures has 
increased in the urban environment of Los Angeles.  Instead of trying to solve 
the city’s organizational difculties and apparent lack of unity, Siegel uses these 
infrastructural challenges to her advantage.  In her series of density drawings, 
Siegel creates collages with cyanotypes, drawings, and photographs to create 
powerful representative images of Los Angeles that invite the viewer to explore 
the multiple layers of infrastructure and architecture that make up the city. 

Questions for Discussion 

• How does the title of the piece inform your understanding of the art work?

• How would you describe your community/neighborhood or Los Angeles to a 
recent immigrant?

• In what way does the infrastructure (buildings and roads) impact how you live?

• Describe how you, your neighbors and community groups might work together 
with City officials towards improving over-development and road problems?



Artists 

iris yirei hu (b. 1991, Los Angeles, CA) 

Lessons from Wise Woman (Tongva Elder 
Julia Bogany), Grandmother Oak Tree, and 
Thread (detail), 2018 
Image courtesy of the artist 

Glossary 

collage, diaspora, displacement, embroidery, community 



 

About the Artist 

iris yirei hu is an educator and multimedia artist who uses painting, 
embroidery, sewing, poetry and collage to examine ideas of diaspora. hu’s 
artworks break through and crossover historic and cultural boundaries of Los 
Angeles by exploring women-centered, intergenerational, and cross-cultural 
transmissions through objects and sounds. hu’s artworks are multifaceted in 
their use of various materials and conceptual elements. hu’s work invites and 
allows for a variety of participatory actions and responses, including political 
potential. iris yirei hu was born and raised in Los Angeles and currently resides 
in both New York and Los Angeles. hu received her BA in Art from UCLA, 
School of the Arts and Architecture and her MFA in Visual Arts from Columbia 
University, School of the Arts in 2017. 

About the Artwork 

The large size and colorful character of hu’s pieces often include abstracted 
representations of communities, cityscapes and home which are woven 
together to form a collective image. 

Themes explored in this artwork include how immigrant communities and 
generations of displaced indigenous peoples and cultures have often been 
excluded or erased from the narratives of mainstream culture and history of 
Los Angeles. The connections between community, displacement, history and 
memory, in these and other works, contemplate the volatile search for a stable 
home. 

Questions for Discussion 

• Describe what being part of a community means to you.

• How might this artwork represent history, memory,  family or being 
displaced?

• If you were to create an artwork with your friends, family or neighbors, 
what materials would you use, what would you create and what story 
would you want to communicate?



Artists 

Gajin Fujita (b. 1971, Los Angeles, CA) 

Heights, 2006 
image courtesy of the artist and L.A. Louver, Venice, 
California. copyright Gajin Fuita 

Glossary 

borders/boundaries, cross-cultural, grafti, scale, urban 



About the Artist 

Born in 1971 and raised in Boyle Heights, Los Angeles, Gajin Fujita began his 
career as an artist through grafti.  In 1997 Fujita received his BFA from Otis 
College of Art and Design in Westchester, CA and later received his MFA  
from the University of Nevada, Las Vegas in 2000. Fujita’s work is in many 
distinguished public collections and is represented by L.A. Louver in Venice, CA. 

About the Artwork 

Fujita combines Eastern infuences and techniques with the poignant and 
varied urban landscape of Los Angeles as his backdrop. Fujita’s use of graffiti, 
seamlessly blends the use of “low” and “high” art to create cross-cultural 
relationship which acknowledges diference while simultaneously blurring 
cultural distinctions and borders. 

Questions for Discussion 

• Where have you seen grafti like this?

• Why do you think people want to put their name or mark on buildings, walls
or other items?

• How would the impact of Heights be diferent if the scale was changed?

• If you were to draw using letering and stencils, what would you want to
communicate to the viewer about your community?



 
 

 

 

Visual and Performing Arts  
Content Standards for California  
State Public Schools; 
Kindergarten - 12th Grades 
Artistic Perception 
Processing, analyzing and responding to sensory 
information through the language and skills specific to 
the visual arts. 

• During the inquiry-based tour, students will respond to prompts
using language skills used in describing artworks. Students will
discover the foundational, technical and artistic skills necessary to
create art.

Historical and Cultural Context 
Understanding the Historical Contributions, Cultural 
Dimensions and Diversity of the Visual Arts 

• Students will reflect and consider the role and development 
of visual arts in past and present cultures in Los Angeles, and 
the artistic contributions that the many indigenous peoples 
have made.



Glossary 
• Architecture: The art and science of designing and creating buildings and structures.

• Boundary: something (such as an ocean, a wall, or an imaginary line) that shows where an 
area ends and another begins; or a point or limit that indicates where two things become 
different.

• Collage: A two-dimensional artwork made by gluing pieces of paper or other material onto a 
flat surface.  A collage can have layers of materials on top of each other.  The word is derived 
from the French word coller meaning to glue.

• Community: A unified group of individuals; people with shared interests, concerns, goals or of 
the same culture. Community also refers to the characteristics and interests of people within a 
society who attempt to affect change. Neighborhoods can be physical communities.

• Cross-cultural: relating to or involving two or more different cultures joining in an activity or 
goal; can relate to inclusive programming, events, topics.

• Cyanotype: A process of photographic printing that produces blue marks on a white 
background.  It is a photographic blueprint.  A light sensitive solution is painted onto the paper 
and when it is in the sunlight, it turns blue.

• Diaspora: The place where people live following  the movement and migration of a people away 
from their established or ancestral homeland.

• Displacement: To remove a group of people from their usual or proper place; to expel or force 
to flee from home or homeland.

• Embroidery: The art or process of forming decorative designs using thread or embroidery 
floss by hand or machine needlework.

• Graffiti: Writing or drawings that have been scribbled, scratched, or painted, typically illicitly, 
on a wall or other surface, often within public view and often without the property owner’s 
permission. In the U.S. graffiti art evolved alongside with hip hop in the early 1980s, introducing 
it as popular culture phenomenon. Today there are several styles and graffiti art has become 
more accepted as an art form.

• Infrastructure: The basic equipment and structures (such as streets/roads, freeways and 
bridges that are needed for a city, region, state or country to function properly. An underlying 
foundation or basic framework of a city, system or organization of people.

• Scale: The size of an object in relation to something else.

• Urban/urban sprawl: The spreading of urban developments (such as houses and shopping 
centers) on undeveloped land near a city.



Learning 

The programs at the Los Angeles Municipal Art Gallery (LAMAG) 
act as a gateway for learning. The gallery’s goal is to inspire new 
ways for our visitors to see, experience and connect with one 
another and with the broader world.  LAMAGPlay includes family 
workshops for all ages that creatively engage in participatory arts 
projects to foster a meaningful gallery experience. LAMAGLearn 
encompasses public programs such as artist talks, events, 
performances and symposiums that bring communities together 
to listen, learn and discuss issues of importance in our city. 

Tête-à-Tête with Patrick Martinez and Anna Sew Hoy 
Sunday, November 18 from 1:30 – 3:30 PM 
Here artists Patrick Martinez and Anna Sew Hoy talk about the connections 
and communities of inspiration of their practice and their newly commissioned 
works in the exhibition. 

Tête-à-Tête with Fran Siegel and Sandy Rodriguez 
Saturday, December 15 from 1:30 – 3:30 PM 
Here artists Sandy Rodriguez and Fran Siegel talk about the 
connections and communities of inspiration of their practice, 
Los Angeles, and new works in the exhibition. 

Happenings Here at LAMAG 
Saturday, January 5, 2019, 12 – 4 PM 
Join us as we celebrate the new year and closing weekend of 
Here with a special afternoon of artmaking programs with 
exhibition artist Gloria Galvez with Carolina Hicks and a 
collaborative performance directed by Alison O’Daniel. 

All ages welcomed. All programs are free. 



Fran Siegel, Porcelain Circus, 2018, Photo credit Jef McClane 



Social Media 
facebook.com/ /LAMAGBarnsdall/ 
Instagram: @LAMAGBarnsdall 
Twiter: @LAMAGBarnsdall 

Tag us 
#LAMAGPlay 
#LAMAGLearn 
#HereatLAMAG 
#LamagBarnsdall 
#MyLA 

Artist’s Websites 
Gajin Fujita: htp://www.lalouver.com/fujita 
Iris Yirei Hu : htp://irisyireihu.com 
Fran Siegel: htp://www.fransiegel.com/ 

Accessibility 
It is the policy of the City of Los Angeles to provide access to its programs and services for 
persons with disabilities in accordance with Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) of 1990, as amended. 

As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles 
does not discriminate on the basis of disability and, upon request, will provide reasonable 
accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services and activities. 

Contact 
4800 Hollywood Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90027 
323.644.6269 
lamag@lacity.org 
www.lamag.org 

www.lamag.org
mailto:lamag@lacity.org
http://www.fransiegel.com
http://irisyireihu.com
http://www.lalouver.com/fujita
https://facebook.com



