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The Show.
Solo exhibitions by Los Angeles-based artists David 
Alekhuogie and Mariah Garnett.

David Alekhuogie’s exhibition Gravity will include newly created 
artworks made especially for the gallery. Alekhuogie uses the 
idea of “gravity” as a metaphor for the challenges that people 
experience in relation to race, identity and gender. He looks in 
particular at the ways in which we judge others based on their 
appearance. Alekhuogie works in different media, including 
photography, painting, sculpture, textiles and installation.

Mariah Garnett’s exhibition Trouble will include a new feature-
length film and a selection of her earlier films and prints. Garnett 
makes films that stem from her interest in getting to know 
someone outside of her usual experience. In her new film, Trouble, 
she explores her developing relationship with her father. She is 
conscious that documentaries can sometimes claim to tell the 
truth, even though there are many ways to tell the same story. She 
often includes herself in her films to remind us to be aware of the 
ways that the powerful (for instance, the film director or writer) 
can control our stories.



The Artists.
David Alekhuogie was trained as a photographer and received 
an MFA from Yale University in 2015 and a BA from The School of 
Art Institute of Chicago in 2013. His work has been exhibited and 
collected nationally and internationally. He has been published in 
The New Yorker, The New York Times, Aperture, ArtReview, Time, 
Vice and the Los Angeles Times. He lives and works in Los Angeles.

Mariah Garnett mixes documentary, narrative and experimental 
formats in her films. She holds an MFA from CalArts in Film/Video 
and a BA from Brown University in American Civilization. Her work 
has been screened and exhibited nationally and internationally, 
including at The Hammer Museum’s 2014 Made In LA, The New 
Museum, Goldsmiths College, Chisenhale Gallery, London among 
others. She lives and works in Los Angeles.



The Artworks.
David Alekhuogie 
(b. 1985, Los Angeles, CA) lives and works in Los Angeles

Description
In this ongoing series of photographs, Alekhuogie depicts the torsos of models wearing 
low-slung pants that reveal the top of their underwear. This style of hip hop clothing has 
been widely criticized and even criminalized in some cities. However in other situations, 
for instance in the case of the shop mannequin, visible underwear is deemed perfectly 
acceptable. By contrasting the underwear photograph with the mannequin sculpture, 
Alekhuogie points to the ways in which people are singled out for control based on their race.

Background
Alekhuogie explores the histories of media technologies and their implications for identity 
today. His recent work examines the ways that people consciously and unconsciously 
assign value to race and gender in America. The exhibition includes a series of paintings 
and photographs that resemble basketball backboards. The marks on the boards have 
been made by the artist repeatedly jumping and hitting the paint surface with his hand. 
Here, the artist’s physical striving, subject to the forces of gravity, becomes a metaphor 
for the struggles experienced by marginalized people in America. 

Questions
• Can you describe a time that you were judged because of your appearance?  How  
 did this make you feel?  

• What media, technology or materials would you use to communicate and tell a story?

Flag (detail)

2018
courtesy of the artist



The Artworks.

 Trouble (still)

2019 
courtesy of the artist

Mariah Garnett 
(b. 1980, Portland, ME) lives and works in Los Angeles

Description
Trouble is a feature-length experimental documentary that deals with the artist’s growing 
relationship with her father, whom she met in adulthood. In the film, Garnett can be seen 
traveling to her father’s native city Belfast, in Northern Ireland. Garnett acknowledges the 
power that she has as writer and director to cast her subjects in a certain light. She attempts 
to defuse that by appearing in her films, in this case as ‘Mariah’ and also as her father. Trouble 
highlights the ways in which people, as much as places, can carry traces of past histories. 

Background
Garnett has been working on Trouble for over four years and it represents the culmination 
of all of her works in this exhibition. Her work transforms the traditional relationship 
between director and subject, by pointing the camera at the filmmaker herself. Garnett’s 
films portray relationships between unlikely companions that show the viewer how more 
than one thing can be true.

Questions
• If you could direct a documentary film about someone in your family, who would it be 

about and what story would you want to tell?

• Have you ever imagined that you were someone else?  Who was it and how did that 
feel?



The Glossary.
Collage: A two-dimensional artwork made by gluing pieces of paper or other material 
onto a flat surface.  A collage can have layers of materials on top of each other. 

Experimental Documentary:  A genre of filmmaking based on experience that uses 
new or innovative artistic techniques and explores alternatives to traditional styles and 
methods of creating a film. A documentary can use conversations and interactions 
with people during real events to provide what the viewer may believe is a factual 
representation while showing the viewer that more than one thing can be true.

Filmmaker:  an individual who uses moving pictures to tell a story

Gravity: This is an invisible natural force in the universe that causes all things to fall back 
towards earth. Gravity pulls us back towards the ground if we jump upwards.  It is also 
the force that holds the planets in orbit around the sun and that keeps the moon in orbit 
around the Earth.

Identity:  A distinguishing character or personality of an individual.

Metaphor: A figure of speech in which a word can mean another type of object or idea 
that is used in place of another.

Narrative:  The representation in art of an event or story.  A way of presenting or 
understanding a situation or series of events that reflects and promotes a particular point 
of view or set of values.

Sculpture: Three-dimensional artwork made by one of four basic processes: carving, 
modelling, casting and constructing.

Video Art:  Art that involves the use of video, such as in recording of a performance, story 
or a documentation of events.



Learning
LAMAGLearn

Artist Talks
Saturday, February 16, 1 – 2 PM
Meet artists David Alekhuogie and Mariah Garnett for an introduction to their new 
exhibitions at LAMAG.

LAMAGLearn

Trouble Screening and Artist Q & A
Saturday, March 9, 1 – 3:30 PM
Join artist Mariah Garnett for a special screening of her new feature length film, Trouble. 
This will be followed by a Q & A with the artist.

LAMAGPlay

Half The Story: Self Portrait workshop
Saturday, March 30, 2019 1 PM – 3 PM
A picture is only ever half the story. Join us to create a mixed media self portrait using 
insta film in response to the themes of our current exhibitions.

LAMAGLearn

Gravity and Trouble Closing Events
Sunday, April 13, 1:30 – 3:30 PM
Experience a live DJ set by David Alekhuogie and a conversation with Mariah Garnett, 
curator Ciara Moloney and Eoin Dara from Dundee Contemporary Arts.

The programs at the Los Angeles 
Municipal Art Gallery (LAMAG) act as a 
gateway for learning. The gallery’s goal 
is to inspire new ways for our visitors to 
see, experience and connect with one 
another and with the broader world. 

#LAMAGPlay includes family workshops 
for all ages that creatively engage in 
participatory arts projects to foster a 
meaningful gallery experience. 

#LAMAGLearn encompasses public 
programs such as artist talks, events, 
performances and symposiums that 
bring communities together to listen, 
learn and discuss issues of importance in 
our city.



David Alekhuogie
GOAT act. 1 pt. 2

2018
courtesy of the artist



Mariah Garnett
Picaresques

2011
courtesy of the artist



Mariah Garnett
Garbage, The City, And Death

2010
courtesy of the artist



Artists’ Websites
1. 

2. 

http://www.mariahgarnett.com/

https://www.davidalekhuogie.com/

Cover: left. Mariah Garnett, Trouble, 2019, courtesy of the artist; 

right, David Alekhuogie, GOAT act.2 pt. 2, 2018, courtesy of the artist 
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