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This exhibition is inspired by Ross Gay’s essay 
“Loitering Is Delightful”, which considers the negative 
associations of loitering. Why is loitering frowned 
upon? Is it a crime to do nothing? 

Gay considers the slipperiness of the term when 
applied to different groups of people.  The act of 
loitering moves from innocent hanging out to a 
criminal offense depending on who is doing the 
loitering. The following is an excerpt from his essay: 

Full essay available in The Book of Delights, by Ross Gay © 2019 by Ross Gay. Reprinted by 
permission of Algonquin Books of Chapel Hill.

I’m sitting at a café in Detroit where in the door 
window is the sign with the commands

NO SOLICITING

NO LOITERING
 
stacked like an anvil. I have a fiscal relationship 
with this establishment, which I developed by 
buying a coffee and which makes me a patron. 
And so even though I subtly dozed in the late 
afternoon sun pouring in under the awning, 
the two bucks spent protects me, at least 
temporarily, from the designation of loiterer, 
though the dozing, if done long enough, or 
ostentatiously enough, or with enough delight, 
might transgress me over.

1. The Webster definition of loitering is “to delay an 
activity with idle stops and pauses” and “to remain 
in an area for no obvious reason.”  List three other 
words for loitering:  

 1. ____________________

 2. ____________________

 3. ____________________

2. In the excerpt, Gay describes a sign in a cafe that 
says: “NO SOLICITING, NO LOITERING.”  Have you 
seen a sign like this in your neighborhood? Where? 

3. What is wrong with loitering? Gay explores this 
topic in his essay and points out that “the darker 
your skin, the more likely you are to be “loitering.” 
The gallery is a public space, we do not discriminate 
and everyone is welcome to enter. Make a sign to 
encourage visitors to loiter in the gallery below:



Find Untitled (Municipal Boxes) by Lauren Davis   
Fisher. Davis Fisher’s work is site specific,   

meaning that the work is produced for a particular 
place.  She considers the architecture of the space and 
for this work, she constructed a temporary plywood 
platform that warms up the stark concrete surfaces of 
the gallery.  Sit on the platform and describe what you 
see to your grown up. 

Write down 10 objects below:

 1. ________________________________

 2. ________________________________

 3. ________________________________

 4. ________________________________

 5. ________________________________

 6. ________________________________

 7. ________________________________

 8. ________________________________

 9. ________________________________

 10. ________________________________

Find Arts & Leisure Section by Megan 
Whitmarsh. The artist created this installation 

to invite us to sit and slow down in a comfortable 
environment. What types of objects do you see? 
Where would you find them in everyday life? Find one 
of the newspapers. How is it different from a regular 
newspaper? What are the articles about? 

Imagine you are a reporter covering your visit at 
LAMAG. Write down your review below:
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Find Untitled (Stamp Piece) by David Horvitz. 
For this work, Horvitz invites you to make a 

concrete poem. A concrete poem is an arrangement 
of words where the shapes formed by the words is 
more important than their meaning. 

Use the stamps to make your own concrete poem 
below:

Find Coral vs. King Snake “Jacket” by Ishi 
Glinsky. Walk around the jacket and look 

closely at its decorations. What do you think these pins 
represent? Do you customize your clothes? Have you 
ever worn a pin to support a cause or political party?

Customize the jacket below:
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Go to the education gallery and follow the 
instructions to make a kaleidoscope. 

Draw what you see through your kaleidoscope below:

lamag.org
@LAMAGBarnsdall
#LoiteringatLAMAG
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